THE HONO URABL 
William Lenthall, Eſquire, 


Speaker of the Houſeof Commons; 


8 And to the Committee of both Kingdoms, þ 


| 45 concerning rhe State of Sir Tho, Fairfax Army. 


*S Shewing the obedience of the Souldiers, which were 4 
|S Muriniers ro the Commands of the Parliament, Sp 
4} and their readineftc to ſerve the State, Oh 
| under the Command of Sir FS 

wot Thomas Fairfax. Os 
* Together with SP 


£ Sergeant- Major-Generall Skippozs Sp x x c n,toall 


the Officers and Souldicrs, and their (> 
concurrence thereunto. FF 
: With a Letter of Serjeant- Major Skippons , ſhewing FP 


the readinefle of the Souldiers,to go on in this expedit 10N, > Sx 


__ So 
S Often by the Com: mots Aiﬀembled in Parliament, that to 
theſe Letters be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. (Sh 

= H: El/ynge, Cler.Parl.D. Com. -F 


S * Londov, Printed for Edvard Huchands. 1645. 
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7 To the Fright Worſhipfull, Sir John Evelyn, Sw 
Henry Vane, junior , Mafter Sollicitor, or eithey 
of them. 


| 
H1 
7 4 
12 
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Honoured Siy, 
| $:8:9:0:9:" being defired to further the ſervice of the 
SVVS Stare, And having {een very munch of 
Gods over-ruling- Providence upon the 
Spirits both of Commanders, and 
oppo Souldiers, in our entrance upon thar great 
; workat Reading, where our preſence and aſſiſtance was de- 
i fired by che Major Generall ; who on Friday night, fo 
ſoon as ever we came into the Garriſon, ve order to draw 
out the five Regiments, formerly under che Command of 
- his Excellencie, the Earl of Eſſex, and five Companies of 
my Lord Roberts,in'o the field on the next morning : We 
: thought it our dury co acquaint you with the pr xcecedin. 2S 
| arthar meeting, The Regiments and Companies iforelaid, 
being drawn up accorcing to Order ; The M:jor Gener. al 
: marched in the head of all che Regimeats. being accompa- 
” nied with us, and the Commiſſioners in the Army , who 
| were received with a £enerall ſhour and acclamarion of the 
ſouldiers : The complement of the ficld being over, cach 
Regi-nent was drawn apait; And chen the M 4jor-Generall 
2pplied himſelf, Firſt,to h's Exceliencies regiment. & :here 
commanded all the Officers to draw together to the head 
of the Regiment, and the: eexpreſt himſelf with much gra- 
vity, and ſweernefſe of ſpirir, ro the Officers and Souldiers 
of that Regiment. ro this effe&t: (I rhink we may ſay ver- 
batim) es is expreſſed in the incloſed : The ltke to ill rhe 
reſt with ſome little variations: Upon the cloſe of his 
Speech to each Regiment, both the Officers to be conti- 
A 2 nued, 


(2) 


nued , and thoſe that were to be diſmiſſed , did witneſle | 
much re2dineſſe ro obey the Commands of Parliament, 
and likewiſe very much civility ro the Major- General! : | 
And the Souldiers they generally expreſt their joy ar the | 
cloſe of every Speech, withour any reluCancie in any of | 


them; declaring , that now they hoped (erelong) they 
fhould be in action. And farther, Whereas divers Inferi- 


our Officers went off upon the Reducement, they have li- |: 
ſted themſelves as common Souldiers : So char we truſt, | 


you will have ſuch an account of this buſinefſe,as that you 


could not deſire a better. The inhabirants of this .Garri- | 
ſon, who have been witneſſes of their former murinous | 
diſpoſitions, do very much wonder at ſo grear a change in |: 


the ſame ; and truly, the mighty hand of God was very vi- 
fible in the work. Weare ſorry that we have troubled you 


with ſo long a Scrible, the rather becauſe we have an inti- | 


mation, that the Commiffoners here have written to Ma- 
ſter Speaker, touching theſe Aﬀeairs : however, leſt they 


ſhould omit what to our apprehenſions was moſt remarka- | 


ble, we have taken the boldnefle to give you this trouble: 
From, 


Reading, this 6. Sir, 
of April, 1645. 
Your moſt humble Servants, 


Francs Allen. 
John Dethick. 
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(3) 
The incloſed Speech of Serjeant-Major- 
Generall Skippon. 


Gentlemen, and fellow Souldiers all , 
I am now £0 acquaint you with the Commands of Parliament z to 

which in conicience to God, and love to our Country, we are 
bound to give all ready and cheertull obedience. Tnere is a necel- 
ſity lies upon us (ſince three Arnites are tobe reduced into one)ihat 
ſome Commanders and Officers muſt go our of therr Imploynents, 
wherein they now are. It is nor out of any perſonall dit-reſpect ro 
any of you that ſhall now go cf; Therefore I hope you will behzve 
your ſelves accordingly. 1 have received Order from the Houſe ot 
Commons, to take notice what the comportment ſh.ll ve cf rhofe 
who mult now go cf; :nd to certific it untothem. 1 know you 
will behave your {elves like men of Honour and honcty (as indeed 
you are) and that I ſhall have no cauſe, but ro make a good report 
ef you; which I ihall do, accordingto your carriage in this Re- 
ducement, both to the Speaker of the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
mons, and to the Commiitce of both Kingdoms, and that particular 
Committee which are appointed to take y ou into confideration, and 
to take 1n your Accompts, and pay you part of your Arreares at pre- 
ſent, and for the ref},you are to have a Debencer upon the Publique- 
Faith of the Kingdom, But if there ſhall be any amorg you, who 
out of any perſonal] reſpect, or private diſcontent, ſhall mzKe any 
diſturbance in this Reducement ; fo as to obſtrut or hinder a work 
of ſo Publique conceri:ment ; I ſhall not fail ro pive him his true 
Character ro the State,without perſonall reſpe to anv. Ard there- 
fore let no man decetve himſclf ; for although he may perhars occ:- 
fron ſome trouble in the preſent buſineſſe, yet in the Iflue,cthe great- 
eft miſchief will fall upon himſelf: But I hope I ſhall tinde none 
ſuch here. Fhere is /at preſent) a fortnights pay to be paid to ſuch 
Officers as ſhall go off; which they ſhall preſently have upon their 
Muſter: And as for the Othcers, »nd Souldiers that are continued, 
(as ſoon as they ſhall be Muſtered and Lifted ) they alſo ſhali have a 
fortnights pay; and there are Clothes come down for the Sould:- 
ersalready in part; and T affore you, That upon my Life and Ho- 
nour, there are more providing, and you ſhill be all furniſhed with 
Coats, Breeches, Shirts, Stockins, Shooes, and ſuch Armes as you 
ſhall ſtand inneedof ; with all good uſage and conſtant pay. And 


that. 


that as 1 have been with you hitherco,ſo upon all occaſions of ſervice 
to my God and Countyy, I ſball by the help of God, be willing to 
live, and dye with you. 


To the Honourable William Lenthall Eſquire, Spea- 
ker of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, Aſſembled 
at Weitmimnster. 


Right Worthily Hononyed Sir, 
7 kitcroay by Guds cipecall bl: fling upon my poor endeavours, 
che work of Reducement here,is quietly, and(1 hope jthrough- 
ly ſettled, both Officers and Souldicrs demeaning chemſclves with all 
ready obedi: nce io the Commands of Parltament. As ſoon as I can 
gc: ancXxictlilt of the clicers that are gone off,I ſhal:(God willing) 
wh all humblenf{ , ſcnd the 1 me to this Honourable Houſe ; that 
(as ſhall ſcem bett unco you) they may be taken intro your further 
con{iderailun, lintend (by Gods affiftance) to profſcecure this bu- 
ſince of Reducing the relt in other places, with all pulibie dili- 
pence and faichtulnefle ; hoping by Gods further tavour, in a ſhort 
time to bring ihe ſame toa wiihed Iflue 5 whereof I ſhall (by Gods 
help) from time ro time give youa true accompt. Onely I molt hum- 
bly beicech you, thar Cloathes and Armes may be ſuddenly ſ-nt co 
Wind, or, for their turther ſupply and encouragement : as alſo for 
the ipecdier fi.cting them for the publique ſervice, the advancement 
whereof we heartily long af.er; and 1 hope in the ſtrength of the 
Almighty ſhall with the uttermeſt hazard of our lives endeavour: 
may 1t pleaſe you (if ir be nor done already) to take ſome ſpeedy, 
and certain courſe for money to pay thoſe Horſe that were of His 
Excellencies and Sir Wilizam Balfores Regiments , equall with the 
reſt of rhe Horſe that were of His Excellencies Army, that the Re- 
ducing of them may not be hindered or prejudiced. Mr. Allen. and 
Mr. Derbich,, now the preſent Treaſurers of the Army here; as alſo 
th: Commiſtioners appointed by Parliament, have with all love, 
care and 18duſtry,furthered this great work > which ler it pleaſe you 
to take notice of, being a very good and ſeaſonable ſervice to the 
State, I humbly crave pardon for my great boldneſle, and ever 
remain, 
Re2divg, th- 6. of Aprill, Honoared Sir, Your Oblioed Faith- 
1645. 11, a: Nrght, full Servant, Ph: Skippon. 
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(5) 
To the Honourable, William. Lenthall , Ffquire , 
Speaker to the Houſe of Commons. 


Hononrable Sir, | 
H Aving lately preſt upon the diſtemperatures of this 
Garriſon ( occaſioned principally from rhe rotrering 
condirion of ſuch Officers as were to be reduced, whence 
undoubredly grew their diſcontenrs, and by whoſe influ- 
ence, the Murinies of the Souldier took rife, as appeared 
ro us from more then common obſervation, which accor- 
ding to our Jury (though to our hazard) we have both la- 
boured to ſuppreſſe, to qualifie ar leaſt, and to preſent you 
the Intelligence:) We proceed to acquvinrt you; Th-t upon 
the happy coming down of Serjeant Major Generall Sk/p- 
0x, the work we ſo long ſo earneſtly deſired, and ſo much 
feared, was yeſterday by the great bleſhig of God happi- 
ly accompliſhed. Upon Friday, towards night , Major- 
Generall was welcomed here, with acclamations of joy, 
ſerving as a good Omen, and incouragement, to the next 
dayes buſineſſe. That night the Officers coming to wel- 
come him, received much farisfacti>n, by underſtanding 
trom him the providentiall care the Parlizment had of 
them,by ordering a Committee to receive rhe Major- Ge- 
neralls CharaGer, touching the merit. »r demerir, of ſuch 
as were deſigned to be laid afide, ri | ſome other opportu- 
nity for imployment ; as alſo, to order the auditing their 
Debenters.promoting ſome part of their Arrer s,and pro- 
miſing Publique- Faith for the reſt. This not only calmed 
them for that night, brought chem in due time next day to 
obſerve their Orders for drawing the five Regiments into 
the Forebury, bur won them (afrer his publique fignifica- 
tion in the head of every Regiment, touching rhe Parlia- 
ments re{pe&s ro the reduc'd Officers, as alſo their extra- 
ordinary proviſions of Pay and Apparell for the Private 
Soulcters, who had liberty offered ro chuſe their Com- 
manders, 


(6) 
manders,after the four ſtanding Captains of his Excelſen- 
lencies Regiment were recruited) to deliver up their men 
ro ſuch as ſtood,in ſuch a mechod,and with ſuch diſcretion 
and obedience to your Commands , that nor a Cifſſenting 
fouldier, nor diſcontented countenance, could well be dif- 
covered.ſo as they orderly marchr chence inthree reduc'd 
Regiments, cheerfully into three Churches , where we 
forthwith inrolled every Officer and ſouldier, as they en- 
tred rhe new Lift, cloſed the Books thar evening,and with 
like diligence fee rhe Private Soulcier paid , and moſt of 
the reduc*d Officers. In this action(though the work ſpeak 
ir, yer) cannot we paſſe by the Major- Generals great p21ns, 
and excellent way of invitation, without a deſerved Em- 
phaſis, and Commemoration. To morrow (by Gods aſſ- 
ſtance)we ſhall finiſh rhe reſt : Thar done, proceed to the 
Reducement elſewhere, and what other Rules the Major- 
Generall ſhall give us to walk by. Neverthelefſe.clothing, 
and compieat arming.requires ſpeedy accompliſhment, the 
ſeaſon inviting,and Major- Generall having by promiſe in- 
oaged himſelf ro them, unto thar purpoſe. In theſe Aﬀairs 
(if with modeſty we may ſpeak it ) we have expreit what 
might with advantage conduce ro make the work proſpe- 
rous, and go on with ſuchalacrity , and caution, as may 
worthily render us ſerviceable,and anſ{werable to rhe truſt 
repoſed in us : which eſpecially adds the intereft of being 


Reading 6. A- Sir, 
prit. 1645. 


Your Honours moſt faithfull 
and obedient Servants, 


Martin Pynaar. 
HB. Leighton. 
Tho. Herbert. 
Fo, Potter. 
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